Our Family History

Oscar McNelley, son of Captain W. H. McNelley

of Cleveland OH ... Kidnapped in October of 1859

¥rom the Clevelaud Plain Dealer, 904,

?tho Lost Child Found--Its Arrival at the Do
t—An Immense Concourse of Citizems to
eeeive it There——Oreat ing—Attampt

| To Lynch tho Womsn who Stole the Child !

' A weck ago last Monday, Oscar, a bright lit-

tle boy of two years, and oungrm child, of
| Capt. McNelley of the propeller Bra , Was
migsed from his home on St. Clair street. very

Ceffurt was magleto ger some clew of the missing

little one==the pet darling of Capt. McNelley's
house=—but all to no purpuse. ‘I'he child’s pa-
rents were almost crazy with grief, and every
father and mother in the city deeply sympa-
"thized with them, The city was ransacked from
end to end and handbills were «ent all over the
Sgate. A cruel rumor was started that the
child had beeu found in a nursery ou S5t Clair
atreet, dead, and a portion of its body devoured
by hogs, tut tortunately the falsity of this was
'soon proved. The anxiety in regard to the
ghild grew more aud more intense, as day by
day passed without bringing any tidings of the
lost darhnﬁ

On Mon }xy last J. M. Kimball, an enginecr

on the C. C. & C. Road, saw ut Crestline a |

aoman with a child in her arms. On the next
morning he saw tho woman and child again, ten
i miles south of Crestline. e reported these
facts at the Police Oflice on T'ucaday eveniu?.
It was thoughs the ehild must be Osear, and ofli -
cer John Odell was despatchied down the Road
yesterday morning. He heard of o woman and
child at various points. [le fuund she had etaid
the night before with a German family at
Gallion. I’e pursued Liis mission in a havdear
and ondfoot, making careful inquiries at every
ivillage and of cvery person he met, Heat
{ length found the woman two miles this side. of
Delaware. She was walkiog on the track, carrye
ing in her arms a child who proved to he Oscar.
The liule fellow’s legs were terribly seratched
(and there were stripes on its back where the
brute hid whipped it. He was thinly clad and
had evideutly suffered much from cold. She at
first dénied stealing the child but fioally said she
 bad taken it under the impression that it was
ber own. She had had sn illegitimate ehild !
about two years before, she said, which bad been |
stolen, and she bad thowght this wasit  Thials
her explanation. Ot course it is absurd.
*Oificer Odell telegraphed to Marshal Craw
last night that the child had been found and this
morning when the train came in the depot was
filled with people. We mever saw so large s
crowd there befure. When the child was brought
out of the car by Capt. MeNelley, who had dash-
ed abosrd the train before it reached the Depot,
the uuqt enthusiams prevailed in the immense
thronz. Loud burrahs went b, hats were wav-

e, ard congratulations were upon every tongue,
But when officer Odell led the woman out the
tone of the crowd changed. A storm of hisses
greeted her and several eried “lyoch her!" A
rush was made for her and in & moment wmore,
so infufiated way a large portion of the throng,
she must have been torn from linth to limb had
not a powerful effort been made to drive the
erowd back. She was taken to jail aud locked
up. She sags her name i¢ Mary Jane Harris
though she sometimes adopta the name of Blair.
She hae relatives residing on the West Side of
the River. She is about twenty years old and is
well known in thiscity asa girl of iufamous
cter. Why #he stole the child, unless as
an ‘aid to hog with,jwe cannot imagine, 5
When the child was pinced in Mrs, MeNel
ley’s arms she fainted® sway andtitwas a lang
time before she could be restored. A large an
excited audience gathered around the jail and
there were mpro threats of violence against the
woman but the crowd were pébauaded to disperse.
The rejoicing over the recovery of the lost child
is general and heartfelt all over the city.
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REWARD!

$25

JoR THE' RETURN . OF THE FOLLOWING |
t

described CHILD to its parents, at No, 435 St. Clair
gtreet in this City: i ol
 The child'a name 18 OSCAR NcNELLEY, -two years of
age, black eyes, llght. curly halr, its dress light blue. red
,plaid shawl pinned loosely around its shoulders, black mo..
roaco shioes and hite stockings. )
Thetabove named child walked out ol the house No. 436
qt. Clair Street, on Monday, at 10 o'clock A. M., was mis-
sgeddnvirminutesafterwardsypbutyno “trace« of«it~can-be

found. WM. H. McNELLEY.
Clevelnnd,Qc‘!.. 12,.1859,—16-1w, - x

Source --

Newspaper: Cleveland Plain Dealer, Cleveland,
Ohio.

Date of “The Lost Child Found”: October 20,
1859

Date of “Reward: October 12, 1859




Our Family History

"I E:uy unto }ou tliere was more Joy over, the |
one ,thaf “was found,” than: over the ninety and
nine that wont not nsbl'ay "— Bible, \

Bright little MU\TJ«.LLTY is in hismother’s nrms. |
Afler eleven dm of agonizing suspense OSCAR 19|
azain reqtored to- hxs “parents, safe and sound.
Every par ent m town is anxious to toss a 'mﬂe
mto the hat to cnm,el the rewm'd and hold lit- _

¢ stock in- this enterpme Provisions will hcre-h_
n{'ter be made for the young [lady who has taken
cave .of the dnld for the: last eleven days, but we
are nr\t inclined to mix thmgs and will therefore.
only to-day Hummn yor Oscar McNeriwy !
How fierce the httle cnes-are oll over the ity to
see the contmbutlon ‘hat, -that their Change may
be depomted for the 11qu1dat10n of this reward,
Go in chlidven,” ’ denappe;s will be shy of you
nereaf'ter T[ll\G qteck in tlus investment by all

means, (o in.
Source - Newspaper: Cleveland Plain Dealer, Cleveland, Ohio; October 20, 1859
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