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The Reverend Samuel Middleton of Ohio and Illinois:  

Nineteenth-Century Itinerant Methodist Preacher  
 

© Susan McNelley 

 
Religion figured prominently in the lives of many of the first Europeans to settle on the east coast of 

America. As these families and their descendents moved west into Ohio and Illinois, they brought their 

religion with them. Along with farmers and tradesmen came itinerant preachers. They would spend many 

hours on horseback or holding the reins of horse-drawn buggies, ministering to the families in the small 

towns and farming communities on their circuit. One of these ministers was the Reverend Samuel 

Middleton.  

 

By all accounts, Samuel Middleton, pictured at the left, 

worked long and hard in the ministry of saving the souls of 

men. According to a biographical sketch printed in the 

Journal of the Illinois Annual Conference of Episcopal 

Methodist Churches, he received his formal religious 

training at Greenfield Seminary in Highland County, Ohio. 

In 1848, the Reverend Samuel Middleton commenced the 

laborious work of an itinerant Methodist preacher. He had 

thirty-four assignments over the course of his ministerial 

career. The Reverend “was a man of positive temperament, 

deep religious convictions, and had a rich Christian 

experience ... His method of preaching was argumentative 

and pronouncedly biblical ... When his message was 

delivered, no interpreter was necessary ... He rebuked sin 

with boldness and commended righteousness with loving 

eloquence.” His ministry spanned forty-six years. (A copy of 

the biographical sketch is reproduced at the end of this 

article.) In his book Highways and Hedges, written in 1870, 

the Reverend John Stewart had this to say about his 

colleague: “He proved to be a zealous and useful minister 

and commanded the confidence and the respect of the 

people.” 

 

Samuel Middleton had been thoroughly schooled in 

Methodism. Several sources attest to his religious 

upbringing. According to the biographical sketch found in the Journal listed above, Samuel Middleton 

"was a descendant of Godly parents ... of Center County, Pennsylvania. In 1821, they left their native 

state and settled in the state of Ohio. In their home the first Methodist Episcopal Society of that locality 

was organized.” From another source it is stated, “For many years [Jacob Middleton’s] house was a 

preaching-place, and also a home for the itinerants of different denominations. He was liberal with his 

money in building houses of worship and the support of the ministry. All of his children are members of 

the Methodist Episcopal Church” (Obituary of Jacob Middleton, Samuel Middleton’s father). In her book 

on Jacob Middleton, Ruth Coleman states that “Jacob Middleton and his wife, Rebecca, are named along 

with his brothers, James and William, as organizing a Methodist Class at the home of James and 

Elizabeth Middleton. This class was the beginning of the Bethesda Methodist Church in Paint Township 

[Ross County, OH]." (Source: Coleman, Ruth. James Middleton of James Middleton of Centre County, 

Pennsylvania) 

Undated photo of the Reverend Samuel Middleton 

sent to me by descendent Julie Owens. 
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Samuel’s Birth: 

Samuel Middleton was born on March 31, 1825 in Eaton, Preble County, OH to Jacob Middleton and 

Rebecca Bathurst, both of Centre County, Pennsylvania. In 1828, the family moved to Ross County, 

Ohio.  

 

On April 1, 1851 Samuel married Mary Easterbrook, the daughter of George W. Easterbrook and 

Elizabeth Ann Purcell, in Fayette County, OH.  

 

Family of Samuel and Mary: 

The couple had six children, five surviving to adulthood, and all were born in Ohio:  

George Delbert - B. abt.1852; M. 1888, res. in Boulder Co., CO in 1900; a widower living with step-

mother in TX, 1910  

Francis Jacob - B. May 27,1854; M. Lulu Kennedy, 1889; D. Dec. 20, 1911 in Las Vegas, NM  

Alvaretta - B. abt. 1857; never married; living in Texas with step-mother in 1910  

Kate Rush - B. abt. 1861, school & music teacher, never married, died in Champaign, IL sometime before 

1903 

Samuel See - November 22, 1863; M. Lulu Cackley Nov. 7, 1888; D. Dec 16,1929 in LeRoy, McLean 

Co. IL 

Elizabeth - B. and D. abt. 1866 

 

According to descendent Edmund Burrus Middleton (son of Francis Jacob and Lulu Kennedy), Mary died 

shortly after the birth of her sixth child, who lived only a few days. No record of Mary’s death has been 

located, but she must have died about 1866.  

 

Samuel married Margaret McCann Williams about 1869 

(U.S. Census record of 1900). 

 

Family of Samuel and Margaret: one son, Earl 

Winterbottom, B. Oct 1, 1874 in IL; M. Marinda Ice, D. 

Sept. 1, 1945.  

 

Samuel and his family moved a number of times in the 

course of his career. In the U.S. Census of 1860, Samuel, his 

wife Mary, and the oldest three children were living in 

Jackson, Pike County, Ohio. In the U.S. Census of 1870, 

Samuel and his wife Margaret were living with the five 

children of Samuel’s first marriage in Randolph Township, 

McLean County, IL. In the U.S. Census of 1880, Samuel, his 

wife Margaret, and six children were living in LeRoy, 

McLean County, IL. In the U.S. Census of 1900, Samuel and 

his wife Margaret were living in Champaign, Champaign 

County, IL with Alvaretta, Earl and his family. The U.S. 

Census records capture only a few locations. A more 

complete history of his places of residence is provided in his 

biographical sketch. 

 

 

Death: 

The Reverend Samuel Middleton died on March 5, 1903, age 

77, in Champaign-Urbana, Champaign County, Illinois. He is 

Family of Rev. Samuel Middleton c. 1889: Front 

row (L to R) Lulu Cackley (wife of Samuel See), 

Francis Jacob, Lulu Kennedy (Francis' wife). 

Behind: Kate Rush, Earl, and Alvaretta (Undated 

photo courtesy of Julie Owens; might be following 

the wedding of Francis and Lulu)  
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buried in Mount Hope Cemetery in Champaign. After he died, Margaret moved 

to Colorado County, Texas with step-children Alvaretta and George Delbert. 

 

More about Samuel’s parents and siblings:  

“Jacob Middleton [Samuel’s father] was born in Philadelphia [PA], April 19, 

1794. He joined the Church in 1814; was married to Miss Rebecca Bathurst in 

1815; moved to Preble County, Ohio, 1821, and located where the town of Eaton 

now stands. The first Methodist society was organized at Eaton in his house in 

1822, by the Rev. James Murray. In 1828 he moved to Ross County, Ohio, and 

settled at Rapid Forge ... He afterward lived near Greenfield, Highland County, 

Ohio, for several years ... After this he lived in the State of Illinois for several 

years. Five years ago [Abt. 1870] he returned to Ohio and settled in 

Bloomingburg, Fayette County. In February, 1870, he was struck with paralysis ... 

Five of his children preceded him [in death]. He leaves an aged widow and four 

children. His son Joseph lives in Iowa; Samuel is a minister of the Gospel and 

belongs to the Illinois Conference. J.C. [Jacob Cyrus] Middleton lives in 

Bloomingburg, Ohio. His daughter, Mrs. Hannah J. Easterbrook, is now living in McLean County, IL ... 

[Jacob died] February 5, [1875], in his eighty-first year." Rebecca died February 19, 1892 in Saybrook, 

McLean Co. IL at the age of 97. Children were Lawrence, Joseph, Jonathan, Samuel, William, Seth, 

Hannah, and Jacob Cyrus. (Excerpts from the obituaries of Jacob and Rebecca Middleton) 
 

Edmund Bathurst, in his report "The Middleton and Bathurst Families" (included as an addendum to Ruth 

Coleman's book on Lawrence Bathurst), notes that the Reverend Samuel Middleton wrote an 

autobiography in which he stated that he was the son of Jacob Middleton and Rebecca Bathurst, that 

Jacob was the son of James Middleton, Sr. and that Rebecca was the daughter of Lawrence Bathurst.  

 

A biographical sketch of the Reverend Samuel Middleton, printed in the Journal of the Illinois Annual 

Conference of Episcopal Methodist Churches, follows.  

Margaret Williams 

Middleton, second wife of 

Samuel Middleton (Photo 

courtesy of Julie Owens) 
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Sources of information for this article on the Reverend Samuel Middleton: 

 

Cemetery Records, Find A -Grave Website 

 

Everhart, M. W., “Rev. Samuel Middleton” (Biographical Sketch). The Journal of the Illinois Annual 

Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, p. 102-103.  There is no date or other publishing 

information accompanying the sketch and the publication has not been found online. This copy of the 

biographical sketch comes from the collection of Julie Owens, a Middleton descendant. 

 

Marriage record of Samuel Middleton and Mary Easterbrook, from Fayette County, OH 

 

Obituaries for Jacob and Rebecca (Bathurst) Middleton (Name and dates of publications are unknown. In 

the possession of Susan McNelley) 

Obituary for Kate Rush Middleton (In the possession of Susan McNelley) 

 

Ruth M. Coleman, James Middleton of Centre County, Pennsylvania and Some of his Descendants who 

Migrated to Ross County, Ohio (Peterborough, New Hampshire: Sim's Press. 1977), p 31. Information 

also found in Coleman's book, Lawrence Bathurst, 1757-1845 of Centre County, Pennsylvania in the 

Addendum: "The Middleton and Bathurst Families by Edmund B. Middleton" on page 55. 

 

Stewart, Rev. John. Highways and Hedges: Fifty Years of Western Methodism. Cincinnati: Hitchcock and 

Walden, 1870. p. 283. 

 

U.S. Census Records: 

U.S. Census Record of 1860 for Jackson, Pike County, OH 

U.S. Census Record of 1870 for Randolph Township, McLean County, IL 

U.S. Census Record of 1880 for LeRoy, McLean County, IL 

U.S. Census Record of 1900 for Champaign Township, Champaign County, IL  

U.S. Census Record of 1910 for Eagle Lake, Colorado County, TX 
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