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(Henry's surname is spelled variously as Rhoad, Roth, Rhode, Rode and Rhodes.) 

 

Henry Rhodes (Heinrich Roth) was born on November 3, 1747 in York County, PA, the eldest 

son of Anthony and Magdalene Roth. Henry's name appears in tax records of York County 

Pennsylvania in 1782 (Pennsylvania Archives; 3rd ser. XXI, 499). Shortly afterward, Henry 

moved south to Rockingham County, Virginia and settled on a farm located some two and one-

half miles south of Broadway. In 1784, Henry Rhodes' name appears on a petition to the General 

Assembly of Virginia signed by Mennonites and Dunkards of Rockingham County. Various 

other records indicate that Henry's mother, Modlene (by then a widow), along with his siblings 

Anthony Jr., Frederick, Elizabeth, Magdalene Culp, and, perhaps, Frainey Priniman 

(Brenneman), also settled in Rockingham County, Virginia. Henry Rhodes became a bishop in 

the Virginia Mennonite Conference, along with Henry Shank. They were the first Mennonite 

bishops in Rockingham and 

Augusta counties. It is not 

known whether Henry was 

ordained bishop before or 

after the move to 

Rockingham County. Grace 

Showalter observes that 

Henry Rhodes, his brother 

Frederick (an ordained 

Mennonite minister), and 

Henry Shank were involved 

in a schism of the Virginia 

Mennonite Church which 

centered on the issue of 

whether to replace worship 

in homes with worship in 

meeting houses constructed 

for that purpose. Henry 

associated himself with the 

Trissels Mennonite Church. 

Showalter's information on 

the schism is based on the history provided by Margaret Burkholder Blosser (1804-1895), 

daughter of Peter Burkholder, who followed Henry Shank (Heinrick Schenck) and Henry Rhodes 

Signature of Heinrich Roth (Henry Rhodes), as it 

appeared on his will, dated 1826 

Rockingham County countryside as viewed from the Singers Glen Cemetery  

(Photo by SAM 2010) 
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into the bishopric of Rockingham County. (Source: Showalter, Grace I. "The Virginia Mennonite 

Rhodes Families." Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage. Volume III, Number 2. April, 1980.) 

 

Henry Rhodes and his siblings were not the first Rhodes families to settle in Virginia. There was 

a Mennonite preacher living in Page County, Virginia by the name of John Rhodes (Roads). He 

was massacred by Indians in 1764, along with his wife Eve and six of their thirteen children. To 

date, there is no established connection between the children of Anthony Rhodes and other 

Rhodes who settled in Virginia. (Source: Showalter, Grace I. "The Virginia Mennonite Rhodes 

Families". Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage. Volume III, Number 2. April, 1980.) 

 

In his "History of Rockingham County", John Wayland also notes that Henry Rhodes, along with 

Henry Shank and Henry Funk (the father- in-law of Henry Rhodes' daughter Elizabeth), were the 

first ministers of the Trissels Mennonite Church. The first house of worship for this congregation 

was built in 1822 and was located four miles west of Broadway. It was the first Mennonite 

Church built in Rockingham County. Prior to this date, Mennonites met in private homes. 

(Source: Wayland, John W. PhD. A History of Rockingham County. Published 1912. Available 

online through the Rockingham County, Virginia: VAGenWeb Project) 

 

Henry Rode must also have been a fairly prosperous landowner in Rockingham County, VA in 

the early years of the 19th century. In 1809, Henry Rode sold 112 acres of land to his son-in-law, 

Joseph Funk. This land included a spring near which Joseph built his home and printing 

business. (Source: MacAllister, Dale E. Donovan Memorial Church in the Singers Glen 

Community: An Historical Sketch 1875-1975 Coffman Printing and Photography. p. 53)  

 

Henry died on March 18, 1827 and was buried in the Rhodes Family Cemetery near Broadway in 

Rockingham County. (Source: Swank, J. Robert. Record of Burial Places Rockingham County, 

Western section Volume 2. Singers Glen. 1967) 

 

In the will of Henry Rhoad, dated March 8, 1826, Henry listed his wife Elizabeth and his 

children, "namely Henry Rhoad, Anna Showalter, Anthony Rhoad, Jacob Rhoad and Samuel 

Rhoad." His son Christian is listed as deceased. His daughter Elizabeth Rhodes Funk had also 

died by this time. Henry lists his grandchildren Jonathan, Elizabeth, and Barbara Funk (children 

of Elizabeth) and Elizabeth and Frany Road (children of Christian). The grandchildren were each 

to receive $400 from their grandfather.  

 

The grandchildren's inheritance is also noted in the 1861 will of Joseph Funk (Henry Rhode's 

son-in-law). In Joseph's will, it is stated that that Jonathan, Elizabeth and Barbara Funk had each 

inherited four hundred dollars from their grandfather Road. (Source: Funk, Frances. Joseph 

Funk: A Biography, together with his lineage and all descendants of his youngest son, Benjamin. 

Hollywood, MD: St. Mary's Press. 1984) 
 
 

On the next page is a transcription of Henry Rhodes’ will. The source of the transcription is 

unknown. This is followed by a photocopy of the will as it appears in Will Book 1, Pages 101 

and 102 of the Rockingham County Will Books in the Harrisonburg County Courthouse, 

Harrisonburg Virginia. It is likely not the original, but a handwritten transcription of the will. 

Many of the Rockingham County court records were burned during the Civil War. As other 
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copies of the documents were received, they were transcribed into the Will Books. This appears 

to be the case with the will of Bishop Henry Rhodes. According to an article written in 1980 by 

Grace Showalter, Henry’s will was thought to have been destroyed. She states that indeed the 

recorded copy was burned; however, “in recent years the original copy was found stored away in 

a cupboard in the courthouse at Harrisonburg.” A photocopy of the handwritten original was 

inserted in Will Book A-2 at p. 281. (Source: Showalter, Grace I. "The Virginia Mennonite 

Rhodes Families". Pennsylvania Mennonite Heritage. Volume III, Number 2. April, 1980.) 
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Page one of Henry Rhodes’ will:   
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The bottom of the first page of the will is inserted below. (The will was on legal size paper.) 

 

 

 

The second (and last) page of the will 

appears on the following page. 

 

Rockingham County, Virginia was created in 1778 out of 

a portion of Augusta County. The photo at left shows the 

Rockingham County Courthouse, located in 

Harrisonburg, VA. (Photo by SAM, 2010) 
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Page two of Henry Rhodes’ will:  
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