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Mary Cole Wintermote (1835-1914) of Darke County, Ohio 

 
© Susan McNelley 

 

This obituary was found in the Wintermote files in the 

Garst Museum in Greenville, Ohio. The name and the date 

of the publication are unknown. 

 

Mary Cole Wintermote (Wintermute), daughter of Leonard 

Wintermote, Jr. and Jane Cole, was born on October 19, 

1835 in Darke County, Ohio. She married Ferdinand 

Hoover on May 1, 1856 in Darke County, when she was 21. 

 

In the U. S. census of 1860 for Greenville Township, Darke 

County, OH, Mary is listed as living with Ferdinand. Her 

age is given as 24. Mary's mother and grandfather live with 

them. 

 

In September of 1863, Mary was widowed (at the age of 

28) when Ferdinand was killed in the Civil War battle of 

Chickamauga in Georgia. According to the U.S. census 

records of 1860 and 1870 for Greenville Township, Darke 

County, Ohio and local cemetery records, Mary and 

Ferdinand had three or four children, of whom only one 

(William Hoover of Gibson City) survived, In the 1860 

census, a son John, age three, is listed along with his 

parents. He is not mentioned in the 1870 census. William 

was born in 1861. Two other children of Mary and 

Ferdinand died young and are buried in the family plot in 

Sharpeye Cemetery, Washington Township. They are 

Leonard W. who died March 2, 1861 at 1 year, 6 months, 

and Henry J. who died October 28, 1866 at 2 years and 7 

months. (Curiously, Leonard is not listed in the 1860 census 

and he would have been an infant at the time.) 

 

The application by Mary C. Hoover for widow's pension 

states that Ferdinand Hoover was a corporal with Company 

G, 40th Ohio Volunteers and that she was entitled to receive 

pay at the rate of $8 per month, to commence on the 20th 

day of September 1863, and was to continue during life, 

unless she remarried, in which case it was no longer 

payable after the date of such marriage.  

 

In spite of the terms of the pension, Mary married John 

Hoover three years later, in 1866. Although John had the 
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same surname as Mary's first husband, they were not brothers, as some descendants have 

believed. John was born in Ohio and was the son of David and Ann Hoover. (Source: 

Information from Cole Family notes, as recorded by James Strode Elston in The Elston Family in 

America, Rutland, VT: The Tuttle Publishing Co, Inc. 1942. p. 217). The U. S. census of 1850 

for Darke County, Ohio lists David and Ann Hoover, along with six children, including John, 

age 15. Apparently, Mary's second husband also served in the Civil War. There is a John C 

Hoover, age 25, listed as a first sergeant with Company E, 40th Ohio Volunteer Infantry (Source: 

Darke County Ohio Genweb site, Civil War Memorial, Company E transcribed by Wally 

Garchow and downloaded August, 2007.) John C. Hoover is listed in another record of the 

Fortieth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry (pub. unknown), along with the comment that he was 

wounded September 20, 1863 in the battle of Chickamauga, GA (in the same battle and on the 

same day that Ferdinand was killed) and transferred to the Veteran Reserve Corps in December 

of 1863.  

 

By the age of 33, Mary Cole Wintermote had been widowed twice. John died in 1868, two years 

after marrying Mary. Perhaps John's death so soon after the ending of the Civil War was in some 

way related to his war service. Mary and John had two children. In the U. S. census of 1870 for 

Darke County, Ohio, Mary C. Huber (34) is living with her mother Jane Wintermot (53) and 3 

children: William (9), Charles (3) and John (1).  

 

Mary married her third husband, Dennis Druly, in 1880, after her children were mostly grown. 

According to descendant, Julie Middleton Owens, Mary Druly lived long enough to hold her 

great-grandchild William Samuel Middleton in her arms. She died on August 7, 1914, at the age 

of 78. 

Mary G Druley is buried in the family plot in the Sharpeye Cemetery in Washington Township 

of Darke County, Ohio, with other Cole family members. In the cemetery inscriptions, Mary's 

date of birth is given as 19 Oct 1835 and death as 6 Aug 1914. (Source: Darke Co. Ohio 

Cemetery Inscriptions, Vol. 5 by Anita Short and Ruth Bowers) Mary's obituary lists date of 

birth as October 19, 1833; however, the date 1835 on her tombstone appears to be more accurate, 

as it fits with census data. Jane, Mary's mother, is also buried in this family plot. 

Mary’s application for a Widow’s Pension, based on the Civil War service of her husband 

Ferdinand Hoover, is on the following page. 
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